Assignments for Voyages – First Year of Catechism

2008-2009

Unit 4

god’s gifts—holy Baptism, absolution,

and the holy communion

Holy Baptism

As children of the heavenly Father, we confess that we are baptized, the "are" stressing that though the actual application of water and the speaking of the Word may have occurred years ago, we live in baptism today. Our baptism into the Father, Son and Holy Spirit is not a past event, but a present reality. As Martin Luther wrote in his Large Catechism, each of us should "regard baptism as the daily garment which he is to wear all the time. Every day he should be found in faith and amid its fruits, every day he should be suppressing the old man and growing up in the new. If we wish to be Christians, we must practice the work that makes us Christians.”

As we study Baptism, we pray that the Holy Spirit would lead us to believe that Baptism is a wonderful gift from our Lord, for through holy Baptism we are brought into the family of our Father, and are given His Spirit through whom we cry out to God as our heavenly Father. The treasures of baptism remain with us as long as we are in this life; when we enter life everlasting, then we shall receive that which was promised at baptism.

The Small Catechism has four sections for this study: 1) What is Baptism? 2) What Benefits does Baptism give? 3) How can Water do such great things? And 4) What does such Baptizing with Water Indicate? In these sections we will read what is necessary to know about Baptism, what the Lord gives to us in holy Baptism, and ask the Spirit to grant us growth in understanding the rich blessings of life in the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Session 17: _________________________

Lesson 40, Holy Baptism: Not Simple Water

Lesson 41, Holy Baptism: God’s Command

Lesson 42, Holy Baptism: His Gifts

We will study the passages that teach us who told us to baptize and what the parts of Holy Baptism are. For Holy Baptism is not an invention of mankind, but the gift of God, a blessing of forgiveness, life, and salvation—the blessings of Jesus’ death and resurrection—given to man through water and His Word. God desires all people, young and old, come to trust in Him and be baptized. He has given us that faith through the Holy Spirit and strengthens the Church to make disciples by baptizing and teaching. 

 "Since the water and the Word together constitute one Baptism, body and soul shall be saved and live forever:  the soul through the Word in which it believes, the body because it is united with the soul and apprehends Baptism in the only way it can. No greater jewel, therefore, can adorn our body and soul than Baptism, for through it we obtain perfect holiness and salvation, which no other kind of life and no work on earth can acquire.”

· [Our Lord said:] "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me.  Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you." Matthew 28:18-20

·  [Paul wrote:] "At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of His mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by His grace, we might become heirs, having the hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy saying."  Titus 3:3-8

Preparation for Lessons 40, 41, and 42

Read
LSB 596, verses 1-6 

Memorize

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism, First through Fourth (pages 23-25)

Family Activity

The Nature of Baptism: God’s Command, Let’s Celebrate

Books of the Bible
Summaries 1- 15

Language of the Faith:

Holy Baptism: the means of grace in which water is used in the name of the Triune God to bring us into His family.

Means of grace: the means by which God has given to us to convey His grace and mercy to us; they consist of a command of Christ, the word of promise, and physical elements.

Sacrament: a gift instituted for us by Christ in which He has set aside a certain visible means connected with His Word which offers, gives, and seals to us the forgiveness of sin that Christ has earned for us.  See means of grace.
	Signatures
	Reading
	Memorization:  Catechism 
	Memorization:  Scripture 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Session 18: _________________________

Lesson 43, Holy Baptism: His Power

Lesson 44, Holy Baptism: Drowned and Yet Alive

Through the Word of Baptism God forgives sins, brings and keeps us in the faith, and gives us power to live new lives, now and in eternity. Martin Luther wrote, “When God said: `Let the waters bring forth abundantly,’ the water was no longer what it was at first; but now it was full of fish. Just so Baptism, too, is merely water before the Word of God is added to it; it is ordinary water, of which a cow may otherwise drink or which a cook may use for boiling and washing. However when the Word of God is pronounced over it . . . it possesses the power and might to wash away sin and to save for death.” (Plass, What Luther says, p. 125)

· “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.” 2 Corinthians 5:17

· “Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other, as the lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all these put on the love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.” Colossians 3:12-14
Preparation for Lessons 43 and 44

Read
LSB 602, verses 1-6 

Memorize

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism, First through Fourth (pages 23-25)

Family Activity

The Power of Baptism – The Word of God, God’s Word in Action

Books of the Bible
Review Summaries 

Language of the Faith:

New Man: the new creation created by the Holy Spirit; the life of the new person, given birth is baptism, includes faith in our Savior and a changed life in which the Holy Spirit moves the new person to live as the child of God.

Old Adam: a mind and heart inclined only toward evil; all people have a sinful nature because they are born of sinful parents, Adam and Eve.

Regeneration: the new life that the Holy Spirit gives to us in Holy Baptism.

	Signatures
	Reading
	Memorization:  Catechism 
	Memorization:  Scripture 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Session 19: _________________________

Lesson 45, Confession: The Forgiving Father

Lesson 46, Office of the Keys: The Special Authority

Lesson 47, Repentance: Forgiven and Forgiving

God shows us our sin and offers us forgiveness in Christ. We repent, confess, and rely on His promise. Confessing sin acknowledges that we are sinners and need God's forgiveness. This may happen in two ways. First, in what we call a common confession, we may confess to God alone in our hearts or to our neighbor, whom we have offended. This kind of confession should and must take place constantly as long as we live. Beside this public and daily and necessary confession there is also the secret confession, which takes place privately before a single brother.  When some problem or quarrel sets us against each other and yet we do not find ourselves sufficiently strong in the faith, we may at any time and as often as we wish lay our complaint before a brother, seeking his advice, comfort and strength. This type of confession is for everyone to use whenever he has need of it. Confession is our act, when we lament and desire comfort and restoration for our souls.

By divine ordinance Christ Himself has entrusted absolution to His Christian Church and commanded us to absolve, to forgive, one another from sins. So if there is a heart that feels its sins and desires consolation, it has here a sure refuge when it hears in God's Word that through a man God looses and absolves him from his sins. This is the work of God, when He absolves us of our sins through a word placed in the mouth of a man. Our Lord Jesus Christ desires all to be saved and He has authorized His Church to use His power in order to announce God’s salvation.

· "Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your unfailing love; according to Your great compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. Against You, You only, have I sinned and done what is evil in Your sight, so that You are proven right when You speak and justified when You judge."  Psalm 51:1-4

· "Jesus breathed on them and said, `Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.'"  John 20:22-23

Preparation for Lessons 45, 46, and 47

Read
LSB 608 

A Short Form of Confession (pages 27-29)

Memorize
What is Confession? & What Sins Should We Confess? & Which are These? (pages 26-27)

Family Activity

Confession – We Confess Our Sins to Our Waiting Father, Restoring Relationships

Books of the Bible

Review Summaries 

Language of the Faith:

Absolution: the setting free from sin and its penalty, forgiveness; connected with confession.

Confession: the telling of one's faith or the admission of sin and guilt, connected with absolution.

Contrition: fear and sorrow caused by a knowledge of one's sin and God’s wrath.

Impenitent: one who is not sorry for his sin.

Penitent: describing a sinner who is sorry for his sins and seeks forgiveness.

Repentance: that which is produced by the terror of the Law and is a deep sorrow over sin.

	Signatures
	Reading
	Memorization:  Catechism 
	Memorization:  Scripture 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Session 20: _________________________

Lesson 48, The Church: Pastor & Flock

Lesson 49, The Church: Discipline

We, though by nature sinful and guilty before God, are forgiven in Christ and, as members of the Body of Christ, have been created for special tasks within His Church. Those who sin against us and repent are to be forgiven continually, just as we are continually forgiven in Jesus Christ; only repeated refusal to repent ends in excommunication.

· “The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ.” 1 Corinthians 12:12

Preparation for Lessons 48 and 49

Read
LSB 644 

Memorize

The Office of the Keys (pages 29)
Family Activity

Church Discipline and Excommunication – Difficult Decisions, Statements about Forgiveness

Books of the Bible

Review Summaries 

Language of the Faith
Divine call: the call a man receives from a congregation or group of congregations to serve in the office of the public ministry.

Excommunication: the exclusion of the plainly impenitent from the visible church, recognized by the rest of the visible body, so that the impenitent may see the need for repentance.


Pastor: the man called into the office of the public ministry to preach the Word of God purely and to administer Baptism and the Lord's Supper according to Christ's word.

Public Ministry: the vocation that God has given certain people.

	Signatures
	Reading
	Memorization:  Catechism 
	Memorization:  Scripture 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Session 21: _________________________

Lesson 50, The Holy Communion: The Lord’s Gift

Lesson 51, The Holy Communion: He Remembers

Lesson 52, The Holy Communion: The Richest of Foods

"Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the same night in which He was betrayed . . . " At Trinity Lutheran Church these words are heard every Sunday. Why are these words heard so often?  Why are these words so important to the congregation? What do the members of the congregation receive from the pastor? Should I want to participate in this meal? And why do the members of the congregation kneel at the rail?

Perhaps you have already asked yourself or your parents these questions; and maybe you already know how Scripture answers these questions. In this portion of our study of Luther's Small Catechism, we will examine the Lord's Supper and consider those questions. We will study what makes the Lord's Supper the Lord's Supper, that is, why is this meal different from every other meal. The Holy Communion is one of the means of grace through which God offers forgiveness of sins, new life, and salvation in Christ. Through this means of grace God assures us of His forgiveness, increases our faith in Him, and enables us to serve each other in love and joy. This Holy Communion prepares Christians for life here on earth and for the heavenly banquet of life eternal.

· "The Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said. `This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.'  In the same way, after supper He took the cup, saying, `This cup is the new testament in My blood;  do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.'"  1 Corinthians 11:23-26

Preparation for Lessons 50, 51 and 52

Read
LSB 623 

Memorize
What is the Sacrament of the Altar? & Where is This Written? & What is the Benefit of This Eating and Drinking? (pages 30-31)

Family Activity

The Sacrament of the Altar – “In Remembrance” Let’s Celebrate

Books of the Bible

Review Summaries 

Language of the Faith:

Closed communion: the exclusion of the impenitent and those who refuse all that God offers in the reception of the Lord's very body and body.

Commune: to receive the Lord's Supper.

Elements: the physical items that the Lord has selected in order to convey His body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins. In the Lord's Supper, the elements are bread and wine in the Lord's Supper; in Baptism, water is the element.

Lord's Supper: the meal in which Jesus distributes the forgiveness of sins, which He gained on the cross, by means of His very body and blood.  This meal is also called Eucharist, Holy Communion, the Breaking of Bread, the Lord's Table, and the Sacrament of the Altar.

	Signatures
	Reading
	Memorization:  Catechism 
	Memorization:  Scripture 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Session 22: _________________________

Lesson 53, The Holy Communion: The Benefits

Lesson 54, The Holy Communion: Full of Faith Reception

It is most necessary that we know what we should seek and obtain there. Although the work was accomplished and forgiveness of sins was acquired on the cross, yet it cannot come to us in any other way than through the Word. We will consider who it is that receives this power and benefit; since this treasure is fully offered in the words, the gift can only be grasped and appropriated only by faith. Because of the power of the Spirit working through our Lord’s words, the Holy Communion brings Christ’s body and blood to the believer for the forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of the faith. To receive the blessings of the Holy Communion worthily, God calls us to repentance and prepares us through faith in the Word of Jesus. 

· "Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them saying, `Drink from it all of you.  This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.'"  Matthew 26:27,28

· "Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ?  And if not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ?"  1 Corinthians 10:16

· "Then He took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, and they all drank from it.  `This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many,' He said to them."  Mark 14:23,24

· "After taking the cup, He gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them saying, `This is My body given for you;  do this in remembrance of Me.'"  Luke 22:19

· "For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes."  1 Corinthians 11:26

Preparation for Lessons 53 and 54

Read
LSB 627 

Memorize
How Can Bodily Eating and Drinking Do Such Great Things? & Who Receives This Sacrament Worthily? (page 31)

Family Activity

How To Receive the Sacrament Worthily – Preparing for the Feast, Examining Your Heart

Books of the Bible

Review Summaries 

Language of the Faith:

New Testament: the New Testament is the solemn promise of God’s salvation that Jesus achieved for us by fulfilling the law perfectly and by dying to earn the forgiveness of sins.

Real presence: the presence of Jesus' very body and blood with the bread and wine in the Lord's Supper. We believe what the Lord has said even though we cannot comprehend it.

Sacramental union: the union of the bread and Jesus' very body and the wine and Jesus' very blood in the Lord's Supper.

Self-examination: the preparation each individual should undertake before reception of the Lord's Supper.

	Signatures
	Reading
	Memorization:  Catechism 
	Memorization:  Scripture 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Unit 5

God’s Grace for the New Life

Session 23: _________________________
Lesson 55, Catechesis: Life in the Word

Lesson 56, Prayers: Morning and Evening

Lesson 57, Prayers: At Table

Through His Word and Holy Baptism and the Holy Communion, God reassures us of His love and mercy in Christ and provides us with the power to be faithful unto death. About the character of the Christian life Luther wrote: “Indeed, man was created to be the image of God, and to be His image for this very purpose: that God should and would be known through him. Therefore God should appear and shine in the entire life and conduct of man as in a mirror; and a Christian should have no higher and greater concern than so to live as not to dishonor God’s name” (Plass, What Luther Says, p. 624). Through the working of the Holy Spirit, God’s people communicate with their heavenly Father regularly and often, mealtime and at other times, because of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

· “Whoever confesses Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father in Heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, I will deny him before My Father in Heaven.” Matthew 10:32-33

· “Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for His compassions never fail. They are new every morning.” Lamentations 3:22-23a

· “For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, for it is made holy by the Word of God and prayer.” 1 Timothy 4:4-5

Preparation for Lessons 55, 56, and 57

Read
LSB 585, verses 1-6 

Memorize

Morning Prayer & Evening Prayer (pages 32-33)

Family Activity

Confirmation – A Focus on the New Life, Faithful unto Death

Books of the Bible

Review Summaries 

Language of the Faith
Confirmation: a public rite of the church preceded by a period of instruction designed to help the baptized identify with the life and mission of the Christian community.

Sign of the Cross: a rite which the baptized may perform, saying “In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” that reminds us that Jesus died for us on the cross

	Signatures
	Reading
	Memorization:  Catechism 
	Memorization:  Scripture 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Session 24: _________________________

Lesson 58, Vocation: In the World But Not of the World

Lesson 59, Vocation: The Family

Lesson 60, Vocation: My Neighbor

God has created the realm of the Church, where His grace and mercy enliven, and the realm of the State, where law judges and keeps order. God our Father blesses and sustains His people with forgiveness, new life, and salvation through His gifts to the Church. He blesses all people through the protection, order, and care that He provides through the State. God has also placed us in families; within the family God also empowers us to serve each other. He has also given to us neighbors and placed us into larger communities of people; His love and grace enable us to love and to serve them also.

· “Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. Romans 12:1

· “Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 2:3-5

· “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men” Colossians 3:23

· “By this we know love, that Jesus laid down His life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, hw does God’s love abide in him? Little children, let us love not in word or talk but in deed and truth.” 1 John 3:16-18

Preparation for Lessons 58, 59, and 60

Read
LSB 857 

Memorize

To Children & To Everyone (pages 38,39)

Family Activity

Table of Duties – Relating within the Family, Serving God in My Family

Books of the Bible

Review Summaries 

Language of the Faith
Stewardship: managing God’s gifts in this life for His purposes

Vocation: the place in life where God has placed the individual to serve Him and neighbor.

	Signatures
	Reading
	Memorization:  Catechism 
	Memorization:  Scripture 
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